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The Sabellidae are one ot the most attractive of the polychaete
families. The Fanworms, as they are commonly known, are reccgnised as
such by many people (not just marine scientists) through their frequent
exposure on television in marine wildlife programmes. Their taxonomy,
however, is not so well-known. Currently much work is taking place
worldwide and considerable changes are occurring in our understanding
of the genera. The key to genera presented below is the most up to date
available and is based primarily on the review of Fitzhugh (198S) with
modifications necessitated by the recent erection of a new genus
(Fabricinuda) by Fitzhugh (1990). For the British Sabellidae much work
is currently in progress involving Phyllis Knight-dones (University
College of Swansea) and several papers have been published (see below).
This work will lead to a contribution in the Synopses of the British
Fauna series

1. ThoraciC UNCINT @DSENT.....ccueiiieeieee e Caobangia
== ThOraCIC UNCINT PIESENT....c.oviieieiiee ittt ieeeee e eietr e aeeees e ae e e seae e e e e rrnesnaeeeeeens s 2

2. Breast of thoracic uncini narrow, poorly developed, giving uncini an

ACICUIAT BPPEAIANCE. 1. vt cveeetetiiie e eeteree e st et estaieeerem et e et e e sttt teeate st e enae s e eneeeeennens 3
-- Breast of thoracic uncini well-developed, giving uncini a Z-shaped, or
AVICUlAr apPEEraNCE.......c..o v cesissssssvissssisasiiisessianesasiiin T 16

3. Abdominal uncini rasp-shaped plates, with an elongate manubrium

Delow dentate rEGION... ... e, 4
-- Abdominal uncini rasp-shaped plates, or with series of teeth above
main fang, but without @ mManubriUM.........eeieee e g
4. Thoracic uncini with equal-sized teeth above main fang........ccccocvcciiiininn. 5
-- Thoracic uncini with unequal-sized teeth above main fang..........ccccenein. 6

5. Body surface, especially radioles and pygidium, with minute,
emergent spicules; anterior peristomial ring modified ventrally as a
thick, rounded lobe; three pairs of pinnulate radioles......................... Genus A
-- Body surface without spicules; anterior peristomial ring modified as
a thin collarlike membrane; two pairs of pinnulate radioles....Manayunkia

6. Ventral filamentous appendages branched and vascularised; anterior
margin of anterior peristomial ring a wide ventral lobe; inferior
pseudospatulate notosetae on setigers 3-6.......ccooiiiiiiiiiiniiiiinn. Augeneriella
-- Ventral filamentous appendages (if present) unbranched.......................... 7



7. Ventral filamentous appendages non-vascularised; anterior margin of
anterior peristomial ring modified as low membranous collar..Fabriciola
-- Ventral filamentous appendages (if present) vascularised....................... 8

8. Ventral filamentous appendages lacking; anterior margin of anterior
peristomial ring modified into a wide ventral lobe; inferior
pseudospatulate notosetae on setigers 3-7......cooveiiiiiiiiiiiii e Fabricia
-- Ventral filamentous appendages vascularised or lacking; anterior
margin of anterior peristomial ring a low even or slightly oblique ridge;

inferior pseudospatulate notosetae on setiger 3-8....................... Fabricinuda
9. Abdominal uncini as rasp-shaped plates only........cccoooveveiiieiiiiiiiei 10
-- Abdominal uncini at least in part not rasp-shaped, with a distinct
main fang surmounted by broad series of smaller teeth.............................. 11

10. Posterior peristomial ring collar present; anterior peristomial ring

with a narrow, triangular, ventral 10be..........cccoovvvviiiiieeiieiiiieieeeececee Oriopsis
-- Posterior peristomial ring collar absent; anterior peristomial ring
with a wide, blunt, ventral Iobe. ... ... Desdemona
11. Abdominal uncini form short, discrete tori.......cooeeeeeiiiiiiieeiiiiieeeea 12
-- Abdominal uncini form nearly complete cinctures around the
DOAY .ttt e n e ene Myxicola
12. Abdominal uncini with a distinct handle proximal to the breast....... 15
-- Abdominal uncini without a distinct handle...............ccooooiiiiiiiiieccc, 13
13. Thoracic neuropodial companion setae present...........ccccccvvvven... Panousea
-- Thoracic neuropodial companion setae absent................cccccooiiiiiiiiiiiiii, 14

14. Last several abdominal setigers modified as a ventral anal
TEPTESSION. ...cv ettt ettt s ettt ae sttt ea et se ettt n e Euchone
-- Last several abdominal setigers not so modified.............................. Chone

15. Palmate membrane present; dorsal radiolar appendages and bayonet

SEIAC ADSENt ..., Fabnsabella
-- Palmate membrane absent; dorsal radiolar appendages and bayonet
setae presentiuuunsscarmimmrmsmimm v e VST 1 er s srens Jasmineira
16. Handle of thoracic uncini very 1ong......cccccueeeeiiceieeiiiiiciiice e, Potamethus
-- Handle of thoracic uncini of medium to short length, or absent.......... 17
17. Abdominal neuropodial tori as erect, conical 10beS...........cccvevvvvivnrennnn, 18

-- Abdominal neuropodial tori as low, transverse ridges.........ccccoeveeveen.... 22



18. Companion Setae PreSent..q.mimsseissasimiieiiiasrssmiremsisssimmvesssssonsnss 19
-- Companion setae absent......cciiiiimiiimie st isssirossss o saes 20

19. Radiolar eyes absent; abdominal neurosetae arranged in a tight

SPIFAl PAREIN . ...ttt e Sabella
-- Radiolar compound eyes present; abdominal neurosetae arranged in an
incomplete spiral, or C-shaped pattern...........ccoooiiiiini Bispira
20. Outer margins of radioles with stylodes..........cccccoiiiiiiiiiiiini 21
-- Outer margins of radioles without stylodes.................c.....o.n. Sabellastarte

21. Stylodes poorly developed, only as low, rounded elevations; radiolar

eyes absentuaiswaiwai N SRR RN £ 1n e e e aon oo Pseudobranchiomma
-- Stylodes well developed; paired, radiolar compound eyes
DPESE N sy aviaiissmimasss sssis s s st oas e oov TS oTs R TN E VSR IS - on s 0aseestvaanatsstantanteneras Branchiormma
22. Abdominal neurosetae include paleate setae...........cccccceiiiiiiiiiiininin 23
--.Abdominal neurosetae do not include paleate setae..........ccccceeeeeiininiiii, 25

23. Posterior peristomial ring with large, erect, dorsal and ventral

1= Ta o= TSR OO O SO SROSPRPP PP Anamobaea
-- Posterior peristomial ring without such appendages; accessory
lamellae May De PreSENt..... ..o e 24
24. Setae of setiger 1 arranged in an elongate fascicle.................... Notaulax
-- Setae of setiger 1 arranged in a bundle similar to other superior
thoracic NOTOSEIAC st svisniies vasseii i esorias T R eaToda e oo o Hypsicomus
25. Inferior thoracic notosetae composed of broadly hooded setae.......... 26
-- Inferior thoracic notosetae composed of paleate setae only................. 27

26. At least some radioles with compound eyes located on inner
margins, near the distal €nd..........ooooiiiori Megalomma
-- No radiolar compound eyes present...........coiiviiiiiineiieniiinie e Demonax

27. With unpaired radiolar compound eyes present on outer margins;
limited to proximal region of most radiolesS..........oieiiiiiiiiiiiiii 28
-- Without compound radiolar @YeS. ......oov i 30

28. Radioles, at least of large specimens, appear spiraled; very

numerous (>20 pairs ); sometimes dichotomously branched......... Eudistylia
-- Radioles not spiraled; less than 20 pairsS........ccccvveiiiiiiiiiiiien 29
29. Radioles with numerous dichotomous branches............... Schizobranchia

-- Radioles not branched..........ovvieiii Pseudopotamilla



30. Radioles united by a palmate membrane.........ccccocvvveiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnns Potamilla
- Radioles free t0 their DASES........ooo it es 31

31. Thoracic neurosetae replaced by thick spines on last few
SBHGIS oot et Potaspina
-- All thoracic neurosetae are uncini of similar shape.............cooceeiveiinees 32

32. Last 5 abdominal setigers with uncini replaced by large, thick,

fAlCALE SPINES. ... e s Sabellonga
-- All abdominal uncini of similar Shape.........ccouiiiiiii e 33
33. Posterior peristomial ring collar present...asnmaassmsmvsimissni 34
-- Posterior peristomial ring collar absent.........ccocooiiiiin. Amphiglena
34. Thoracic and abdominal uncini without handles................cc........ Laonome
-- Thoracic and abdominal uncini with handles.............cccooiviiinnne. Perkinsiana
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