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TONAT KEY TO TI{E COI'MON H,ICRUSïffG FllD ALGÀE

ThaLlus tissue of closely r:nited ceJ.ls, usually Í.sodiauetric,
cþ d¡rn; surface pil,ted rvith tetrasporangial conceptacles
visj.ble wj.th x l0 lurrs; dir.ectiy orr roch, loose stones or
pebbles from deep s'ul¡littoral to estualine and freslniater'
condítions IIjLDEÌ{BRANDfA

Ioose vertical Tilartrts tapering from base (". 6p* tlian.) to
apex (c. 6pm dian.); tetr.asporangia .zonater 'fu 

6ò pm, laieral
on the erect filane¡rts; usually gror,ring on lithothamnia, rarely
directly on fixed rock or Laminaria stipes; .TJ{ST and belor,-;
reddish purple C3!.0EI4

Under surface of thallus beset with rhizoids and sonevhat
calcif:l-ed ; thallus epiphytic, usually on li.thothamnia;
individrral pJ.ants r,ie11-defined, o::bicular or sourershat lobed.,
couparatively loosely al,tachecl to sul¡strate especially at
rnargÍnsi upper surface rv-rinkled., striated ol: concentrj-cal1y
zoned PESS0NELIA

Un.der surface of thallus vithou'b rhizoids, not calcified;
thallus spreadíng inrliscriminately o\¡er anJ¡ subr.ate;
índÍvidual confluent and malgins i1l-defined; always cJ.ose1y
aùherent; surface smooth and uniform, intelrup-ted. only by
tetrasporan.gial sori RFI0D0Pi{YSE}íÄ

e1 ThalLus tissrre l-ooser or composed of appreciable Iarger celi.s;
rcprod.uctive bodi.es not borne in pi-ts; on rock, i.ithotha-uni-a,
shells or L¿uuinaria stipes. 2

z(r)

Up¡rer layers of thallus tissue composed of vertical filaments
ernJ:eddecl in mucilage, casily r"par"à-blu wrd.er pr.,essure. ,4.-b

least la.st fel¡ cells noi; more than 6 pm in d,ianeter;
rcproducti.ve bocl.j.es buried in thallus but not aggregatcd iri
conceptacles; fertiLe in w-inter (Nor'"-Mar,) only J
Upper layers of thallus closely r.rrfted, not parflcr.rlarl¡' nrucilagirious;
last fev cel-ls of vertical filanents at least 10 ¡r-rn in d.iarneter;
leproductive bodies aggregated. into superficíal sori; fertile
mainly in sunmer l

1(2) Loose vcrtical filamenis not much tapering, c. 6 lrm throughout;
tetraspo::angia crucinate, cn L5-20 x 25-35 Wns j.ntercalary in
tire filanents; usually grorvi.ng directly on fixed rock, rarely
on lithotharnnia or Laminaria stipes;
ElfI\l'I - LhrST; gr.eenish purple }ETROCELTS

z(t)

3(2)

4Q)

4Q)

No tes: There is a thick polystromatic form of Lthodophysema rr'hich
resembles a fgg5gpqlia, but lacks rhizoids; it has been ca1led

so rupest::irs Ha.ematocelis is onitted as it is still problematical 
"Por¡¡hvroJiscus is like IIilclenb]apdia lLut w1th su¡rerficial sori, ancl

is dal'lc violct in colour"
docli clts lcher::imus ErythroCermis alj-enj-i and
e very thin, smal-l discs occasionally fou-nd irr

(usuarJ"i.y dceir) sublittora-1.. The a,uthor ryoulrL be happy to reccive
any such ua.Lerial for id.en'bj.fication"
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